
Adam Brown     Reflection on Editing and Approach 

 The document I chose to edit was Garden Manager (“GMan”) Mobile App Feasibility Study, written by 
an anonymous author/authors.  

For this edit, I read through the two main pages of text a few times just to get an understanding of the message 
the authors were trying to relay to their reader. This helped me avoid misinterpreting any messages I believed 
the authors were trying to send. I then went through the document and analyzed it sentence by sentence. There 
were almost no spelling mistakes to catch, so most my editing was reshaping the sentences to be more direct, 
taking out words and bits of text that were unnecessary or making the messages unclear. I also rewrote some 
sentences in the document entirely when I felt I could not reshape them by adding or removing words/phrases.  

The editing process itself took me a couple of hours to complete. I was going back to the document with fresh 
eyes to make sure there wasn’t anything I missed. The most challenging part about the edits I made was 
rewriting the sentences. I wanted to make sure I was understanding what the authors were trying to say and 
that I was, in fact, making the sentences clearer by rewriting them and not just rewriting them because I 
preferred the way they sounded in my head. This also applies to my comments – everything I did, I did for the 
good of the document, or so I believed.  

When inserting comments, I tried to be concise about what I was questioning. Rather than demanding changes, I 
attempted to make the authors question themselves. Much of this draft is missing, so I didn’t want to make a 
demand when the authors may know what they are doing and have something else in mind. I offered guidance 
with most of my comments and pointed out places in the text that I thought could be clearer.  


